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GENERAL INFORMATION

The Miami Harbor embraces the artificial basins, slips and
channels that have been dredged along the bay front of Miami
and in the bay and through the waters of Biscayne Bay to the
ocean, and is located generally at Latitude 25-46' No. Longitude
80-10'W.
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The entrance to the main channel is directly east of the City of
Miami, approximately 4.5 miles.  The sea buoy marking the
channel entrance through the reef is about 2 miles offshore.  The
entrance is an artificial cut 1,000 feet wide, known as
Government Cut, dredged across the southern end of Miami
Beach.  It is protected by jetties and is well marked.  A channel
has been developed to a control depth of 44 feet, and 500 feet
wide on the sea end to the jetties and 500 feet wide with a control
depth of 42 feet to the turning area on the east tip of Lummus
Island thence into Fisherman's Channel along the gantry berth
area for a distance 4,100 feet.  The Fisherman's Channel
continues westward for 8,000 feet at depth 25 feet.  The main
channel along the northside of Lummus and Dodge Islands is 500
feet wide with a 36 foot control depth which continues westward
across Biscayne Bay to the main turning basin.
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From Government Cut, the Fisherman's Channel has been
dredged with a control depth of 42 feet for the easternmost 4,100
feet and a control depth of 25 feet for 8,000 feet to the west.
Minimum width of 500 feet, Fisherman's Channel provides a
direct connection to the wharves on the south side of Dodge and
Lummus Islands and the mouth of the Miami River.  At the
extreme west end of Fisherman's Channel, a 1,000 foot turning
basin is dredged to a control depth of 25 feet to facilitate turning
movement of ships to and from the Miami River.  At the wide point
of the Fisherman's Channel, a 900-foot wide turning basin is
provided at the location of the east channel slip.
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